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Happy New Year! 
As we step into 2025, I want to take a moment to
reflect on the past year and share our vision for the
future of the Pendleton Downtown Association. The
dawn of a new year brings fresh opportunities to
continue growing and strengthening our community,
and I’m optimistic about what we can accomplish
together.
First and foremost, I’d like to extend sincere gratitude
to Joe Bachmeier for his outstanding leadership over
the past year as president of the Pendleton Downtown
Association.  Joe’s vision, dedication and hard work 
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have been instrumental in moving our organization forward. Joe has set a strong foundation, and we are
excited to build on the progress he made.
A heartfelt thank you is also due to our dedicated current board members Zoë Holmes, Celia Medina,
Trina Wicklander, and Heather Lunny. Your unwavering commitment, vision, and hard work continue to
guide our efforts, and I look forward to working alongside each of you in the year ahead.
We are also deeply grateful to our ex officio members Carole Innes, Charles Denight and Ken Hegge for
their continued guidance and support. Your expertise helps us maintain a clear and focused direction as
we strive to fulfill our mission.
Finally, I want to take a moment to recognize and thank Anna Cavallo, our exceptional executive
director. Anna has been the backbone of the Pendleton Downtown Association, consistently going above
and beyond in her role. Anna, thank you for your incredible hard work, and I look forward to continuing
our partnership in the year ahead!
I’m excited about the direction we are heading and look forward to working with all of you to continue
making Pendleton an even better place to live, work, and visit. Thank you for your continued support of
the Pendleton Downtown Association. Here’s to a year of progress, collaboration, and success!
 Travis Cortez
 Pendleton Downtown Association President



This autumn, downtown Pendleton
welcomed Let ‘Er Bargain, a

liquidation store offering amazing deals
on household items, decorations,

computers and more opened by Karen
and Shawn Martin. Stop by the store to

check out their resale merch. 

(Think Let ‘Er Bargain would be a
great addition to the PDA? So do we!
Share this newsletter with Karen and

Shawn!)

New Downtown
Business Alert!

HIGHLIGHTS AND EVENTS

The PDA is seeking project proposals for the
Oregon Main Street Revitalization Grant! This
grant supports downtown revitalization efforts
within the Oregon Main Street Network, with a
focus on building rehabilitation and community
enhancement. 

OREGON MAIN STREET
REVITALIZATION GRANT

NEW FACES AND
FAREWELLS
The PDA would like to welcome two
new board members to the team:
Mariha Falconer and Mark Preslar. 

A 2024 Path to Success winner,
Mariha is the owner of Herbal by
Nature in the historic St. George
building at 45 SE Emigrant Ave. 

Mark is an attorney for the
Pendleton office of Legal Aid
Services of Oregon and has
previously worked with the Greater
Bandon Association in Coos County.

Mariha and Mark will be taking over
for our two departing board
members, Shannon Gruenhagen and
Carol Hanks . 

Shannon has served on PDA
committees for 5 years and one term
on the board, and Carol started her
PDA service as treasurer and served
on the board for 9 years. 

Both have worked tirelessly in the
revitalization of Downtown
Pendleton!

Winter rains couldn’t dampen Pendleton’s
holiday spirit -- our 2024 parade boasted 23
floats and over a hundred participants who
strolled downtown and shopped locally before
heading to the Heritage Station Museum for the
annual lighting of the Heritage Lights with Santa.
Vendors were on hand to sell local products and
make holiday memories.
While the holidays are behind us, it’s never too
early to plan for next season - If you’d like to
have a float in the 2025 Holiday Lighted Parade
email Anna Cavallo

Eligible projects may include building
rehabilitation, adaptive reuse and/or new
construction, and must be located within the
designated boundaries of downtown Pendleton
(River to Railroad, SW 6th to SE 6th). 

Contact the PDA today to discuss your project
ideas and explore this exciting opportunity to
revitalize our downtown! Applications for the
2025 grant cycle are due in mid-March.
Planning and preparation are crucial, so please
reach out early to begin the application process.

For more information visit:
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/msgrant

This year the grant covers up
to 70% of the total proposed
project cost for a maximum
of $400,000. Though only
one application will be
submitted, multiple projects
can be combined into a single
application.



LET’ER BLOOM!
Have you been enjoying the colorful
flower pots on Main Street? 

This PDA project owes a huge debt of
gratitude to Celia Medina of Bella Grace
Boutique for keeping our new pots colorful
and blooming. For the summer months,
coleus, sweet potato vines, Japanese garden
grass and petunias contributed bursts of
color. 

Especially prolific were the sweet potato
vines, which grew quickly down to the
sidewalk. Thanks to Celia, who weeded
and pruned the pots throughout the season
and kept the arrangements colorful for
 locals and visitors alike. And special thanks to Mary
Blankenship and Miguel Guerrero who helped Celia change
out the summer plants for cold-hearty winter kale (don’t try
to eat it though - this variety is strictly decorative)!

These flower pots make a colorful addition to our downtown
area, and the project could use more volunteers in 2025.
Visit Celia Medina of Bella Grace Boutique at 417 S Main
to get involved! .

Finally, a few plants were damaged by passers-by during the
season. As we’re hoping to keep this project alive and
vibrant, we ask anyone spotting damage to our beloved
plants to contact the PDA so that we can repair it as soon as
possible.

SIGN CODE UPDATE
Recognizing the Historic District as distinct from
Pendleton proper, the Pendleton City Council recently
approved a sign code for the area indicated on the map
above.  

While the majority of sign allowance remains the same
(wall signs, sandwich boards, window signs,
projecting, ground, and neon signs), new Electronic
Message Centers (EMCs) will be restricted to areas
outside of the Historic District. It’s important to note
that existing EMCs do not need to be removed - these
are grandfathered in.

Furthermore, a new type of sign known as image
projection has been included in the code. Head on over
to Flying X and look at the sidewalk for an example of
image projection at work. 

Looking to paint a mural downtown (or anywhere else)
in Pendleton? Call City Hall at 541-966-0204 for
details about obtaining a permit to do so. 



2025 PDA Goals

T’was the week before Christmas and mildly distraught, 

We were feeling the pressure of presents unbought.

So on Saturday Morning we headed downtown

To see what kind of gifts were waiting to be found.

B Y  J O S H U A  B R O W N  A N D  S T E P H A N I E  H U F F M A N

Continued

Let’s Go Buy Some Stuff

T H E  P D A  I S  L O O K I N G  F O R W A R D  T O  2 0 2 5 .
U N D E R  O U R  N E W  P R E S I D E N T ,  W E  H A V E
A N  A M B I T I O U S  A G E N D A  A N D  S E V E R A L
K E Y  P R I O R I T I E S  T H A T  W I L L  S H A P E  O U R
E F F O R T S ,  I N C L U D I N G :

B U I L D I N G  M E M B E R S H I P
S T R E N G T H E N I N G  P A R T N E R S H I P S  
C L E A N - U P  D A Y S  A N D
B E A U T I F I C A T I O N
U P D A T I N G  D O W N T O W N  B A N N E R S
E X P A N D  E V  C H A R G I N G  S T A T I O N S

W A N T  T O  H E L P  S H A P E  D O W N T O W N
P E N D L E T O N ’ S  F U T U R E ?  C O N T A C T
D I R E C T O R @ P E N D L E T O N D O W N T O W N . O R G
A N N A  C A V A L L O  T O  L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T
J O I N I N G  T H E  P D A !

But shopping for others can get complicated. 

Our first stop was, naturally, the Community
Thrift Store, where Stephanie and I have been
regular customers for years, and in a town with
no shortage of excellent shopping opportunities,  
Community Thrift stands out as the creme de la
creme of Pendleton thrift stores.

While Stephanie began seeking suitable gifts for
friends and coworkers I made a beeline for the
back room, where I was drawn immediately to
an end table which was, in a word, captivating.
Shaped like an L with blue and white tiling that
would be the envy of any Greek temple, it was a
steal at $12. 

P H O T O S  B Y  S T E P H A N I E  H U F F M A N



But furniture is a cumbersome gift,
and an even less likely stocking
stuffer, and we’d been looking for an
item of just this shape and color for
our own meditation room. Stephanie
and I reunited at the front counter,
where she was holding a painting
showing an unidentified exoplanet.

“Who’s that for,” I asked.

“Our bedroom,” she answered.
Which made sense. Our bedroom is
already outer space themed, and
astrophysics isn’t everybody’s cup of
tea. 

Mail to P.O. Box 1912
541-215-8254

director@pendletondowntown.org
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/

Follow us!

Join the PDA
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/join

Know of a downtown business that would be a perfect
fit for the PDA? Share this newsletter with them!

Stephanie procured a festive gnome suitable for
home, office or both

“This’ll be a great gift for my new co-worker,”
beamed Stephanie. 
One out of three ain’t bad, I thought, as we headed
to our next stop.

Our next stop was Brett’s Books. Owned by
incoming City Councilman Brett Mullvihill, Brett’s
Books is a welcome addition to Pendleton’s literary
scene (and would be a welcome addition to the
PDA, just sayin’). 

While books are a classic gift, in the age of
information overload, who can decide what a friend
or coworker might want to read? 

We left Brett’s empty handed, but not before
Stephanie wound up ordering her 2025 We’Moon
day planner from the store. 

“This will help me plan future altruistic
endeavors,” she reasoned. 

It was just down the block at Unity Records where
we were finally able to strike a balance between
self care and holiday gifting as Stephanie scored
two handcrafted plant holders by local artist
Starleta Fitzpatrick, owner of Celestial Witch Art
and mother of Unity co-owner Jennifer Burrington. 

How Stephanie decided that the Elephant Hanger
would be a great coworker gift instead of bringing
it to the white elephant gift exchange is beyond me.
Naturally she bought a second owl hanger for her
art studio.

We finally managed to achieve altruism at
Herbal By Nature, where we were able to
find a plethora of amazing handcrafted
items and handmade goodies most of which
went to other people.

A pre-made gift
package containing a
natural fiber bag for
combining soap ends, a
wooden soap rack,
handmade soap,
essential oil and salve
seemed tailor made for 

gifting. Of course, we couldn’t leave
without getting a few items for our own
bathrooms, including several soaps made
with patchouli and grapefruit. 

With bags overflowing we headed back
home,

Wallets a’lighter, but spirits aglow.
With gifts for others from beloved local
businesses 

And some swag for ourselves  - hey, who
can blame us?

Want to have your downtown shopping
experience featured in February’s Let’s
Go Buy Some Stuff? Send photos of your
stuff to josambro@gmail.com


