
I came to Pendleton to continue serving rural Oregon communities, which I’ve
done for the past four years. I first came to Oregon after graduating from law
school and passing the bar in Oklahoma. I served as a Resource Assistance for
Rural Environments (RARE) AmeriCorps member for one year, working on the
southern coast with the Bandon Main Street Program. From there I began
practicing as an attorney with the Oregon Law Center in Coos Bay representing
low-income Oregonians. 

Mark
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PDA
Board
Member
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As one of two new Pendleton Downtown Association board members I’m proud
to serve my new community alongside other dedicated individuals. I moved to
Pendleton in September of 2024, about a week after the rodeo had blown through
town. From all the buzz, I’m looking forward to experiencing the 2025 rodeo. 

After a brief stint in Roseburg I set my sights on The Real West, heading east to Pendleton, where I
serve as Staff Attorney for Legal Aid Services of Oregon, a role I genuinely love. Hailing originally
from Oklahoma City, moving to Pendleton feels like coming home. I’m continually delighted by the
sincerity of Pendletonians. 

I’ve also greatly enjoyed exploring northeast Oregon. Having traveled nearly every corner of Oregon (30 counties and
counting), I think I can safely claim to have experienced firsthand what makes Oregon - and Oregonians - great. Despite
the physical divide between East and West, the spirit of Oregon is one of unity. The issues faced by downtown Pendleton
are the same as those faced by downtowns across the State—vacant storefronts, an urgent need for affordable workforce

housing, and historical assets in desperate need of a refresh. 

Similarly, issues facing my clients on the coast mirror those faced by low-income populations in Northeast Oregon. Things
like housing insecurity, domestic violence, and discrimination affect people of every race, gender, and age.

I believe that fostering a vibrant downtown has a positive impact with ripple effects on a community. By creating a space
to congregate, neighbors are interacting with neighbors. I enjoy living in the heart of downtown Pendleton, meeting local

merchants, and getting involved in the downtown community relatively quickly. 

The City of Pendleton is well positioned to attract new businesses, generate local jobs, and increase retail activity in the
heart of the city, while protecting the historic buildings that contribute to the city’s unique character. Needless to say, it’s

an exciting time to serve on the board of Pendleton’s Downtown Association.

Mark Presler ~ Staff Attorney, Legal Aid Services Of Oregon



Spring brings in some
upgrades to the
downtown area.

New Downtown
Alerts!

Mail to P.O. Box 1912
541-215-8254

director@pendletondowntown.org
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/

Follow us!

Join the PDA
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/join

Know of a downtown business that would be a perfect
fit for the PDA? Share this newsletter with them!

After careful consideration, the committee has
selected two proposals for inclusion in the
Pendleton Downtown Association's (PDA)
application for the Oregon Main Street
Revitalization Grant. 

The City of Pendleton will soon be upgrading the
existing 6-inch water main along South Main Street,
from Court Avenue to Emigrant Avenue, to an 8-inch
water main. Construction is scheduled to begin on
March 3 and is expected to take 30-45 days to complete.
The project will involve temporary or intermittent water
service outage to the 200 and 300 block of Main Street as
well as sidewalk and roadway closures. Adjacent
property owners have been notified of the project, and
the City will provide 48 hours notice to adjacent property
owners for any planned service outages.

Main Street Water Main 
Replacement

Looking for a new downtown breakfast
venue? Revered Pendleton eatery
Hamley Steakhouse is now serving a
full breakfast menu from 7am to 2pm,
Tuesday through Saturday. If it’s
lighter fare and more casual ambiance
you're after, head next door to Hamley
Cafe for coffee and muffins, homemade
soups and sandwiches and way more
from the cafe menu. 

For more information visit:
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/msgrant

OREGON MAIN STREET
REVITALIZATION GRANT

This grant, which supports
downtown revitalization
within the Oregon Main
Street Network, offers up
to $400,000 for building
rehabilitation and 

community enhancement projects. The PDA
will submit two applications on behalf of these
projects, as permitted by the grant guidelines,
which cover 70% of project costs. Eligible
projects must be located within downtown
Pendleton's designated boundaries (River to
Railroad, SW 6th to SE 6th).

https://www.pendletondowntown.org/
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/
http://www.instagram.com/pendletondowntown
https://www.facebook.com/PendletonDowntownAssociation/
https://mainstreet.org/
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/msgrant


Register your booth here > 

Follow our Facebook page 
for updates

1. Is the Pendleton Street Fair a new event?
No! The fair originated in 1907 and was quite popular for several years. The East Oregonian archives are full of ads from
local businesses tailoring sales to fair activities. The event fell out of fashion over time but resurfaced every few decades.

Eventually it became the Umatilla County Fair.

2. When and where is this happening?
The Pendleton Street Fair will take place Saturday, May 17, 2025 from 10:00am-4:00pm. The fair will take place on Main

Street between Byers and Frazier. 
 

3. What are set-up and tear down times?
Set up time will be 9:00-10:00am. Tear down will be 4:00-5:00pm.

4. How will vendors set up? 
Participants can register for a 10’x10’ booth space. (This is the same size as the Main Street Cowboys vendor space during

rodeo.)

5. Will tents or coverings be provided? 
Vendors need to provide their own tents or coverings.

Pendleton Street Fair

The Pendleton Street Fair is only a couple of months away! Pendleton Downtown Association, Historical Preservation
Commission, and Heritage Station Museum have teamed up to revive this tradition. We think this is an excellent opportunity
to celebrate our downtown, history, culture and local businesses. Local businesses, entertainers, volunteers and sponsors are

invited to join us. The fair is creating buzz around town so we created a PSF FAQ:

6. Will there be electricity?
Yes. If you need electricity please let us know either in your registration or via email.

 
7. How will locations be decided?

We will position vendors to be evenly dispersed on Mainstreet between Byers and Frazier.
 

8. What is the price for a booth?
Vendor booths are $100. PDA members have their fee included in their membership. Nonprofits and information only booths will

not be charged.
 

9. Is there a plan for bad weather?
This event is rain or shine.

 
10. How can I get involved? 

https://forms.office.com/r/NhuYQft17y
https://forms.office.com/r/NhuYQft17y
https://www.facebook.com/PendletonDowntownAssociation


By Ed Cortez, Executive Director of Trendsitions

EV Charging with Ed

With sustainable energy becoming ever more popular, I've been thinking a lot about how important
it is to have electric vehicle (EV) charging stations in Pendleton, especially in our downtown area.
I’d like to share some of the reasons why I think they're so beneficial, and also talk about what
might happen if we don't have them.

The Benefits of Integrating EV charging stations

First and foremost, the integration of EV charging stations in downtown areas promotes the
adoption of electric vehicles, reducing reliance on fossil fuels. As more people transition to electric
vehicles, carbon emissions in urban centers decrease, directly benefiting air quality and contributing
to a greener environment.

Furthermore, downtown EV charging infrastructure signals a proactive commitment to sustainability, enhancing Pendleton's
reputation and demonstrating to residents, tourists, and investors with green technology interests that our city is invested in its
long-term environmental and economic viability.

With the growing popularity of electric vehicles, convenient charging options are essential, particularly in busy urban areas.
Having plenty of charging stations around makes owning an EV way less stressful (no more worrying about running out of
juice) and encourages more people to make the EV switch.

Finally, governments and businesses are investing heavily in clean energy infrastructure. Pendleton has already made a huge
commitment to green energy infrastructure by incorporating the large solar array which greets visitors driving in from the west.
By offering EV charging, our downtown can continue this trend, increasing Downtown Pendleton’s competitiveness in an
environmentally conscious market.

Having discussed the benefits, I’d like to speak to the drawbacks of not incorporating EV charging stations into downtown
infrastructure. As an EV owner myself, I’m all too aware that a lack of EV charging stations creates increased barriers for EV
owners, slowing wider EV adoption and delaying the realization of associated environmental benefits. From a business point of
view, this translates into missed economic opportunities, as eco-friendly folks and businesses skip our downtown area in favor of
towns offering charging solutions. Pendleton’s hard-won public perception as an environmental leader may also take a hit as our
region transitions to electric mobility. Finally, with electric vehicles becoming more popular, downtown areas without charging
stations risk falling behind the curve. By not incorporating EV infrastructure, we're missing out on a huge opportunity to adapt
to the global shift towards renewable energy and clean transportation.

In conclusion, bringing EV charging stations downtown isn't just about being “green”; it's about building a thriving, forward-
thinking community. Imagine cleaner air, a boost for local businesses, and a reputation as a town leading the way in
sustainability. The choice is clear: investing in EV charging isn't just a good idea, it's the smart move for Pendleton's future. EV
charging stations are a critical step in creating a vibrant, sustainable community for everyone. Let's make it happen.

Thanks for taking the time to read through this. As a proud EV owner myself, this topic is something I'm passionate about. I'm
happy to chat more about this anytime. Feel free to reach out if you have any questions or just want to discuss it further.

But positive environmental impact is only the starting point. Incorporating EV charging stations
into our downtown infrastructure makes good business sense, putting Pendleton on the map for EV
drivers looking for a recharge spot. While their EVs charge, visitors will shop, eat, and explore
downtown Pendleton, boosting foot traffic to local businesses. 

Sincerely, Ed Cortez
PDA Member, Contact: edcortez@trendsitions.org



March 4th 
Pendleton Library: How to earn your drone pilot certification, 4:30pm. Free, no registration needed.

March 11 
Stitches Mercantile: Krazy Horse Quilt Guild Meeting, 12:00-1:00pm, Bring your projects to show off, see other’s work.

March 16th 
Oregon East Symphony: Spring concert, 2:30pm at Vert Auditorium. Free and reserved tickets available.

March 17th
Rainbow Cafe: Oregon’s oldest bar hosts the World's Shortest Parade at 6:45am. Live music and Irish food and drinks all day.

March 21 
Herbal By Nature - Grand Opening / Ribbon Cutting: 45 SE Emigrant Ave. 5:30pm. Come celebrate this unique addition to

downtown Pendleton, meet the maker, and explore a variety of artisan soaps and herbal-infused goods.

Great Pacific: Kate Turner (Full Band) 7:00-9:00pm, Kinda cowgirl singin' sad songs

March 29th
Unity Collectibles: DJ Day (several local all vinyl DJs will Pump Up The Volume 12:00-6:00 pm, free.

Heritage Station Museum: Trivia Night, 5:00-8:00pm, Tickets $25/person or $120/table

Tuesdays
Art Center: Jam Night, free drop in class with Kate Peck & Charlie Herrington, second Tuesday, 7:00-8:00pm

Saturdays
Art Center: Clay Creations with Kate Peck, every first and third Saturday, 10:30 am-12:00pm $10 per youth student (Ages 5-12)

Art Center: Hip & Handmade with Journey Hahn, free class every Saturday, 10:30-11:30am
Art Center: Spin In, free meet up every first Saturday, 1:00-3:00pm

Art Center: Creation Station, free independent study, Tues-Fri, 10:30-3:30pm, Saturday 12:30-3:30pm

March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb (or so the old saying goes). To accommodate
the fluctuating temperatures and cool, cloudy days (which we’ll sorely miss in a few months), in

this month’s PDA Newsletter we’ll highlight a number of indoor and outdoor activities happening
in downtown Pendleton. 

Community Happenings

March 22nd
Unity Collectibles: Mystical Market (a local maker and small business

vendor event), 12:00-5:00pm 

March 28th 
Pendleton Parks & Rec/Library: Teen Night at the Rec Center, 6-8pm,

free. Ages 12-18 can come hang out, have pizza and enjoy gym
activities and video games.

For more event listings
download the Live

Pendleton App from
Google Play.

https://www.facebook.com/events/1394243621509038
https://www.stitchesmercantile.com/
https://www.oregoneastsymphony.org/
https://thependletonrainbow.com/
https://herbalbynaturesoaps.com/
https://www.hellogreatpacific.com/
https://www.facebook.com/100089735414033
https://heritagestationmuseum.org/
https://pendletonarts.org/classes/
https://pendletonarts.org/classes/
https://pendletonarts.org/classes/
https://pendletonarts.org/classes/
https://pendletonarts.org/classes/
https://www.facebook.com/100089735414033
https://www.facebook.com/events/2099550190477430
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mc553448049b.app&pcampaignid=web_share


B Y  J O S H U A  B R O W N

Perhaps I am reaching above my station. My tastes have always run more Brass Monkey than Bordeaux. Assuming I manage
to stick with at least half of my planned educational outings for the month, I may reward myself on March 29th by taking
surreptitious sips from a flask of something questionable while listening to vinyl-spinning DJs at the all-day Pump Up The

Volume event at Unity Collectibles. 

Speaking of free courses at the library… I don’t want to take credit for Libby 101: The Basics on March 18th. But since I am
the guy who’s asked more than one ever-patient Pendleton librarian “How do I use the Libby app?” only to misplace the

instructions, it seems like it might behoove me to show up for at least one of that day’s hour-long sessions (11am, 3pm & 6pm).
 

The Pendleton Center for the Arts has classes happening in March. Check out their website for a full list of upcoming and
previous educational opportunities. Perhaps I’ll show up for one of Journey Hahn’s Hip & Handmade classes (every Saturday

at 10:30), a no-pressure get together open to artists of all interests. I might also stop in for one of many scheduled classes being
taught by PCA Director Roberta Lavadour. Sadly, I missed her How To Create a CV course in late February, knowledge that

might prove useful should I dare apply for another PCA writing gig.

Let’s Go Learnin’

 
Firstly, I am hereby committing to attending a couple of yoga classes at 7 Gen
Fitness. While I could be ambitious and dive right in with a Thursday Fire Flow
or a Saturday Night Primal Sweat, given my long period of hibernation it seems

wise to start slow - this coming Wednesday’s Gentle Yoga might be more my
speed.  

Yoga promotes mindfulness, not a bad thing given the current zeitgeist. No
matter how this dystopia congeals, it’s likely that drones will be involved, so

attending the Pendleton Library’s How To Earn Your Drone Pilot Certification
at 4:30pm the first Tuesday in March seems like a solid use of my limited

educational hours and attention span.

Because all study and no play makes Josh a dull boy.
Got tips or suggestions for an upcoming Let’s Go column?

Drop me a line! josambro@gmail.com

Winter is typically a time of hibernation for me, so as the days grow warmer and longer I’ve resolved to better myself by
taking advantage of at least some of the educational opportunities offered in downtown Pendleton in March.

Speaking of sipping, despite living within driving distance of some of the west coast’s finest wineries,
my own knowledge of vino-culture begins and ends in the wine aisle of Grocery Outlet. Thankfully

Downtown Pendleton is offering several opportunities to correct this shortcoming, including
Cerebella Winery’s unique and hands-on Herbal Beverage Class. Led by Cary (from Go Wild

Herbal), this paid class will be held on March 20th at 6pm at the Cerebella Winery Tasting Room.
Another investment that might help upgrade my palate is the ongoing Saturday evening Spanish

Wine Immersion class happening at Alexander’s Artisan Chocolates.

Speaking of art, Main Street’s The Studio Pendleton has multiple classes happening this month. While I’ve never been drawn
to pottery, I’m intrigued by the idea of creating a Shamrock Stein at Pottery Paint and Sip Night with Emily on Friday,

March 14th at 6pm. (My painting skills have never been top-notch, though I’ve been known to enjoy a sip now and again.)

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100089735414033
https://www.facebook.com/events/1161481848801952/1161481862135284/
https://pendletonarts.org/classes/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100077549617656
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100077549617656
mailto:josambro@gmail.com
https://cerebellawines.com/events/
https://gowildherbal.square.site/
https://gowildherbal.square.site/
https://alexanders.biz/
https://alexanders.biz/
https://alexanders.biz/
https://www.thestudiopendleton.com/

