
Robb Corbett,
PDA Member

 I've always thought of downtown as the heart of the community. That idea
goes back to my childhood. My family were merchants, and many memories
come from spending time in our family store. The other downtown merchants
were like my extended family. After school, I'd head to Dad's store, where he'd
find tasks to keep me busy. That's where I learned my first lessons in customer
service-running the cash register, counting change, taking care of people. We
had some good laughs too. I remember a customer asking for a box of
prophylactics. I had no clue what they were. Luckily Dad was within earshot
and stepped in.

I always loved our annual fair and rodeo parade, which brought folks to town
from all over. Sidewalk sales were another yearly event we looked forward to.
And, of course, Christmas made downtown magical. The city would put out the
same festive lights every year, and carols would be piped onto the sidewalks.

My Uncle owned a jewelry store across from our store, which I loved visiting. I
remember spending $5 on a ring for my steady girlfriend. I also bought an
expensive ring for my Mom on credit. In those days, merchants let you charge
things using counter checks. These were checkbooks from every bank in town
sitting by the cash register. People would fill out a check from their bank to pay
for items. You didn't need your own personal checkbook.
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DOWNTOWN: THE HEART OF OUR COMMUNITY

 When I started working for the City, our downtown was facing tough times. The mill had shut down, leaving more
empty storefronts than bustling businesses. Our family store was long gone, and the parades felt smaller,
community gatherings fewer. The shoe store, drug store, café, all the clothing stores-they had sadly slipped away.
From that moment on, I've been driven to reinvigorate our economy and work tirelessly to bring back the charm
and heart of the downtown I cherished growing up. It's a task that takes all of us, working side by side.

It would be easy to believe that these are memories of Pendleton, but actually they’re from my hometown of Burns,
Oregon. Like Burns, Pendleton boasts its own rich history and similar examples of that tight knit, small town life.
My experiences growing up in a historic downtown have fueled my lifelong commitment to revitalization, a passion
which  has only grown as City Manager of Pendleton. I'm dedicated to working alongside our community to
strengthen the unique charm and economic vitality of our downtown district, ensuring it remains the strong,
welcoming heart of Pendleton for generations to come. This isn't just my goal; it's a shared opportunity for all of
us to invest in the place we call home.



New
Downtown
Alerts!

Burns Saddlery is now open. The oldest
family owned western business in the US
now has a Pendleton location. Located at
221 S Main Street, Burns Saddlery offers
saddles, tack and accessories for all your
equestrian needs.

Local artist Heidi Veldhuis’s show
Deliberate Flaws will exhibit in the
Pendleton Center for the Art’s Lorenzen
Gallery June 6-28. Opening reception 06/06
at 5:30pm. Woven pieces include hanging
art, home decor and wearable items.

Coming to Pendleton in June - J&J Comic Books
and Collectibles at 25 SW Dorian (the space
previously occupied by Indigo Roots). The newly
opened shop is a legacy to the late Jeremiah Sinner,
who passed away from cancer on March 4 of this
year. J&J is being opened and operated by parents
Meeko and Randy. 

The Sinner Family moved from Las Vegas to
Pendleton in 2023, and say they fell in love with the
town immediately. Speaking about the new venture,
Meeko said, “Pendleton showed Jeremiah so much
love, and my son’s dream was to own a comic shop.” 
J&J Comic Books and Collectibles is set to open in
June. A grand opening celebration (with band and
refreshments) will take place on July 5th, on what
would have been Jeremiah's 34th birthday.

The American Cancer Society will be holding
a Relay For Life June 20  from 4-7pm. The

event will take place on Main Street in
tandem with the Pendleton Farmers Market.

th

Relay for Life is a community event to
remember loved ones lost and to celebrate

survivors of cancer. 

There will be an opening ceremony, team and
sponsor recognition, and a celebration for

both survivors and caregivers. 

Umatilla and Morrow County cancer
survivors and their caregivers are invited to

attend. Pre-register at
www.relayforlife.org/umatillacountyor

 

https://www.facebook.com/burnssaddlery
https://pendletonarts.org/
https://relayforlife.org/umatillacountyor


Pendleton Street Fair: 
Revived in 2025 

Pendleton's spirit shone brightly on May 17 as the revitalized Pendleton Street
Fair made a triumphant return to Main Street. Despite cloudy skies and early
morning rain, residents and visitors turned out in impressive numbers,
demonstrating strong support for this historic revival.

The fair's origins trace back to 1907, when Main Street businesses set up booths
and entertained crowds with musicians, acrobats, and even bucking horses.
Archival photos and advertisements from these early fairs provided inspiration
for the revived event's promotional materials.

Community collaboration was key to the festival's return. 

The Heritage Station Museum, Historical Preservation Commission, Pendleton
Downtown Association, and Umatilla County Historical Society began
collaborating last year. They recruited downtown merchants and regional vendors,
drawing crowds and echoing the fair's historic role as a vital community gathering.

The event perfectly coordinated with Pendleton Comes to Life, Pendleton
Underground Tours' annual fundraiser, which offered historical underground and
Main Street performances. The Heritage Station Museum also held an antique sale
during the fair.

Like its predecessors, the 2025 fair fostered civic engagement. Historical
Preservation Commission members conducted outreach, highlighting their crucial
work. “The street fair seemed a perfect way to showcase the importance of
preserving our historic district by celebrating it,” observed Heritage Station
Museum Executive Director and HPC Chair Shannon Gruenhagen.

Mayor McKennon, City Manager Robb Corbett, and City Council
members engaged with the community, gathering input for the Pendleton
Strategic Planning Survey. Results will help guide the city's future priorities. 

PDA Executive Director Anna Cavallo shared, “The PDA was thrilled to
participate in reviving an event that not only highlights the historic district
but also invites everyone to discover the wonderful shops that contribute to
our present vitality.”

The Pendleton Street Fair proved that even rain couldn't dampen the enduring spirit of a community dedicated
to its past, present, and future. 

If  you are interested in participating in the 2026 Pendleton Street Fair email hpc@pendletonor.gov

mailto:hpc@pendletonor.gov


Chatting with Pendleton Farmers Market Manager
Cheryl Montgomery

Pendleton Farmers Market takes place on Main St every Friday 4-7pm from May to October.

How long has the Pendleton Farmers Market been going on?
The Pendleton Farmers Market was started in 2001 by Karen Wagner, who is still involved 
with the market to this day. We’ve been going strong for almost a quarter of a century!

How long have you been the Market Manager?
I started as an assistant manager under Karl Neiderwofer in 2011. After Karl moved on I was able to step into the
role quite easily, tweaking some of the operations to make it my own.   

What changes have you seen over your years as Manager?
Over the last several years our operating budget has grown, leading to increasingly successful market seasons. Even
during the COVID years, the PFM market brought out vendors and shoppers. We’ve been blessed to receive state-
level matching grants ranging from $7,000 to $15,000, allowing us to offer SNAP recipients double SNAP bucks on
fresh fruits and vegetables. Other grants over the years have enhanced our ability to meet our community’s needs by
maximizing their benefits at the market. 

Which vendors have been with the market the longest?
We have several long-serving vendors including Zerba Farms, Maria & Jose's Martinez Garden, Jimenez Farms,
Key Family Fruit Farm all from the Milton Freewater area, and Aichele Farms from Stanfield. Produce and
agriculture vendors have been pillars of our market even before I came on board. Of course, change is inevitable.
Some of our vendors have retired, moved out of the area, or changed career paths. We have vendors who return
year after year, while others have given it a one-time shot. 

Who are some of the most memorable acts you've had at the market over the years?
We've had everything from solo performers like Elwood and Brian Mandella to local Pendletonians like JD Kindle
and Mark Royal to larger groups such as the Oregon East Symphony Youth Orchestra and the 10 piece Kupanga
Marimba Performers. Our board member Stephen Machado is always working to attract new market performers!  

What else do you want readers to know about the PFM?
The Pendleton Farmers Market is one of Eastern Oregon's largest markets. We've definitely earned our reputation
for great products, great people and great fun. The market runs from May until Mid-October, providing a weekly
gathering place where our community can socialize, shop, and welcome the weekend for six months out of the year.

How can people get involved in the Pendleton Farmers Market?
We're always looking to attract new vendors, especially those selling produce and other
agricultural products. Food vendors are welcome as well. Of course, we always welcome
volunteers to help set up and tear down the market, volunteers to sponsor either the
market kitchen with great samples and recipes or to sponsor the market kids table with an
activity. We have board positions that sometimes open up so if  you are interested in getting
involved at that level, don't hesitate to reach out. It's best to either contact us at 541-969-
9466, email at pendletonfarmersmarket@gmail.com or even Facebook.

mailto:pendletonfarmersmarket@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046665260146


For more event listings
download the Live

Pendleton App from
Google Play.

June 3
Cerebella Winery: Toast Pendleton historic madam Stella Darby's birthday with a complimentary sample of

wine named in her honor. 5pm.

June 7
Stitches Mercantile: June’s Advanced Beginner quilt class will feature the Luminary Pattern by Jamie

Swanson. $40

June 8
Oregon East Symphony: OES concludes its 2024-2025 season with a summer concert. Vert Auditorium

2:30pm. Free and reserved seating available.

June 11 
Library: June's Knitting Club will focus on creating a Christmas stocking. Supplies provided to first 10

registrants. 4:30-6pm.

June 6-8
Heritage Station Museum: 21st Annual Old Iron Show, Roy Raley Park. 

Free admission.

June 21
Pendleton PRIDE Parade: 11am on Main Street. Followed by a festival after 

at Heritage Station Park.

June 26-28 
Jackalope Jamboree: This year's music fest will feature over 30 musical acts 

at the Happy Canyon Arena.

As June blossoms, get ready to dive into a month of fun activities and community fun. Come
soak up the early summer rays with friends and neighbors.

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

June
Betty Feves Gallery: Spring term exhibition closes June 5. Entitled Flood, this
exhibition features art by Charlene Liu, Isami Ching, and Mika Aono. Hours

Mon-Thurs 9:30am-1:30 pm. 

Pendleton Center for the Arts: MFA:NW. Willamette University MFA
students share their thesis work. 

Pendleton Farmers Market: Every Friday in June shop local on Main Street
from 4-7pm. 

The Studio: Open Studio and Paint Your Own Pottery for olders. Summer Art
Camp Days for ages 5-13.

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mc553448049b.app&pcampaignid=web_share
https://www.facebook.com/ZimmelCodeCellars
https://www.stitchesmercantile.com/
https://www.oregoneastsymphony.org/
https://www.pendletonor.gov/library/page/knitting-christmas-july
https://heritagestationmuseum.org/
https://www.jackalopejamboree.com/
https://www.jackalopejamboree.com/
https://www.jackalopejamboree.com/
https://www.jackalopejamboree.com/
https://www.jackalopejamboree.com/
https://www.jackalopejamboree.com/
https://www.jackalopejamboree.com/
https://www.jackalopejamboree.com/
https://www.jackalopejamboree.com/
https://bluecc.edu/feves-art-gallery/
https://pendletonarts.org/
https://www.pendletonfarmersmarket.net/
https://www.thestudiopendleton.com/


Let’s Go Further
By Joshua Brown

Every good story has an all is lost moment-that point where the character hits rock bottom. Mine arrived at 8 AM
on May 17th, the day of the much anticipated Pendleton Street Fair.

I'd woken hours earlier to rain hammering our metal roof. Weather forecasts were bleak. Heading to Main Street
in a downpour, I tried, and failed, to radiate cheer. Updates from my wife Stephanie and fair volunteers-all setting
up hastily procured tents-did little to buoy my spirits. Several vendors had canceled, including the bounce house, a
key draw for families. Even a center figure in the Pendleton arts scene called in sick.

But as any film buff knows, the all is lost moment is also a turning point. Watching determined volunteers spurred
a much-needed attitude adjustment. My neighbor Nick, a high school freshman cheerfully helping despite a
fractured arm, helped motivated me. 

If  I cannot be cheerful, I thought, at least let me be of service. 

Personally, the event showed me the power of
Pendleton's community spirit—not just to stage an event
like the Street Fair, but to pull me out of  my own head.
By day's end, I was exhausted, giddy, and grateful.
Thank you, Pendleton, for giving this lifelong traveler a
home after decades on the road.

It's been an honor co-producing this monthly newsletter
and a pleasure writing this column. I feel we've just
scratched the surface. 

If  you want this newsletter to continue, drop me a line at
josambro@gmail.com or contact Executive Director
Anna Cavallo at director@pendletondowntown.org

So, Nick and I got coffee for ourselves and the volunteers before setting
up tables under soggy skies. The event officially started at ten, still
overcast, but within two hours, the skies began to clear.

Mail to P.O. Box 1912
541-215-8254

director@pendletondowntown.org
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/

Follow us!

Join the PDA
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/join

Know of a downtown business that would be a perfect
fit for the PDA? Share this newsletter with them!

Slowly, the street filled up. Vendors did brisk business, and historical reenactors added to the vibrant
atmosphere. As the sun emerged mid-day, so too did the clarity that the event was a resounding success,
generating income, education, and entertainment.

https://mainstreet.org/
mailto:josambro@gmail.com
mailto:director@pendletondowntown.org
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/
http://www.instagram.com/pendletondowntown
https://www.facebook.com/PendletonDowntownAssociation/

