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ENHANCING AND CELEBRATING PENDLETON’S
DOWNTOWN

The building that houses the Pendleton Center for the Arts features
prominently in a vast majority of the historic photos of Main Street. In most
of them you see the old library capping a downtown bustling with shops,
restaurants, hotels and well-appointed pedestrians. In the 25 years since PCA
moved into the building, we’ve had a front row seat to a steady and impressive
push towards revitalization.
What makes a downtown walkable, livable, and fun? A myriad of entities and
individuals are engaged in addressing this question, including the Pendleton
Chamber of Commerce, Travel Pendleton, the Pendleton Whisky Music Fest
organizers, the Historic Preservation Commission, Pendleton Farmers Market,
the City’s Public Art Commission, dozens of business and building owners,
and, of course, the Pendleton Downtown Association.
 At the core of this work are the artisans and craftspeople who bring life to the
district. Whether it’s music, culinary arts, handcrafted saddles, boots and hats, 

Art has the power to delight, surprise, and engage our reflective human faculties. There’s perhaps
no better example of that phenomenon than the Open Regional Exhibit, on view now at PCA. 

But PCA’s activities aren’t just tied to our building. My favorite intersection of the Pendleton Center for the Arts and
Main Street is the Showcase Concert in front of Great Pacific that celebrates the end of Rock & Roll Camp each year.
There’s no better example of PCA’s mission of fostering “..creative expression and community connection…” than
this free, week-long gathering that provides teens with an opportunity to voice their authentic view of the world
through music, art, and journalism. This year’s camp will take place August 11-15, and we expect 100 teens to attend. 

While Kate Brizendine, Heidi Veldhuis, Kate Peck, and the rest of our staff  prepare for Rock Camp and other events,
we’ll also be here doing the day-to-day meeting and greeting of visitors. Like many of our fellow downtown workers,
we have the privilege of chatting with cultural tourists from all over the map, some from cities that are arguably the
most beautiful in the world. We hear the same thing over and over: “We love your downtown!” 

The last 25 years of downtown development in housing, amenities, and activities have created a solid foundation for
the work that we all continue to engage in. Enhancing and celebrating Pendleton’s downtown is work we’re proud to
partner in, and art and culture continues to be the lifeblood that makes this important work both fun and fruitful. 

Plateau arts, murals, or the beauty of traditional brick masonry, it’s clear that art and culture is an
essential element of Pendleton’s identity. 

Work by more than 175 artists can be viewed in the East Oregonian Gallery through April, and admission to the
galleries and marketplace are always free. Downtown Association member Banner Bank sponsors the event, which
allowed PCA to recognize artists with cash awards at the Opening Reception.



New
Downtown
Alerts!

The City of Pendleton continues to 
upgrade the existing 6-inch water main along South
Main Street, from Court Avenue to Emigrant
Avenue, to an 8-inch water main. Construction
began in March and will continue through April.
The project will involve temporary or intermittent
water service outage to the 200 and 300 block of
Main Street as well as sidewalk and roadway
closures. Adjacent property owners have been
notified of the project, and the City will provide 48
hours notice to adjacent property owners for any
planned service outages.

Register your booth here > 

Follow our Facebook page 
for updates

Main Street Water Main 
Replacement

Summer is just around the corner, and the Pendleton
Farmers Market is accepting applications for
vendors looking to participate in this long standing
Pendleton tradition. More info here. 

Not a vendor but want to still support the PFM?
Break out your best flannel shirts for the Nineties
Themed Adult Prom. Purchase tickets at the door:
$25 stag or $40 per couple. Proceeds benefit the
market. 

PLACEMAKING IN
PENDLETON

Events celebrating and promoting public space
are always a good thing, and this March

Pendleton enjoyed not one but two such events. 

The first of these was the opening ceremony for
the Open Regional Exhibit at the Pendleton Arts
Center on March 15. Visitors packed the gallery

to view work from artists around the region
while enjoying pizza and wine. 

Barely a week later came the ribbon cutting at
7Gen Wellness, a gorgeous space devoted to
yoga, fitness, breathwork, and the concept of

movement as medicine. The opening ceremony
featured Jingle Dancing led by Acosia Red Elk,
songs and blessings by community elders, group
meditation and copious nourishment for body

and soul alike.  

The Open Regional Exhibit will run through
April 25. Classes at 7-Gen Wellness are evolving

and ongoing. 

https://forms.office.com/r/NhuYQft17y
https://forms.office.com/r/NhuYQft17y
https://www.facebook.com/PendletonDowntownAssociation
https://www.pendletonfarmersmarket.net/
https://pendletonarts.org/
https://pendletonarts.org/
https://pendletonarts.org/
https://7genwellnesscenter.com/


Six Questions With Herbal By Nature's Mariha Falconer

Chatting with an Artisan Soap Maker

In my late 30s I began having headaches, skin issues and mood fluctuations. While
some of this I attributed to general stress and an unhappy work / life balance, the
health issues led me to start reading the labels on products I was using daily. This in
turn led to my discovery that many of the items I was using daily - even so called
natural products, contained toxic ingredients. 

1) What path led you to soapmaking?

I've always had a curious and creative nature, so I took up soap-making as a hobby.
Once I made that first batch of soap with 4 simple gentle ingredients, I never looked
back! I learned I could create nearly every product I order or buy in the store. 

2) Your shop has a calm, welcoming environment. Can you speak to your process in
designing the space?

I began collecting repurposed chic shabby, rustic boho decor the year prior because I
knew I wanted to do something more permanent with my business. The store is filled
with decor and colors that make me feel like I am home-inviting, calm and rustic.

3) Many of your soaps are made with essential oils, fragrances and plants believed to have positive
qualities. Do clients come to you seeking information about choosing soaps based on various qualities or

otherwise looking to address patterns of imbalance? 

I use ingredients I have learned and believe bring in their own supportive factors. Customers do come with many
questions. While I am not able to make medical claims, I can suggest certain supportive ingredients and products
that may help reduce some complaints being experienced or suggest a soothing item or essential oil etc. 

I craft every item with care and intention. I strive to keep everything affordable, simple, and enjoyable. Bringing my
love of handcrafted products into a downtown brick and mortar store is truly a blessing for me.

4) Do you see yourself doing any teaching, or courses, in the future?

Providing small workshops is part of my long term business goals. I'd love to bring the gift of creating a simple
natural product to our community. I hope to move forward with this aspect of Herbal By Nature in the coming
year. 

5) Will you keep your Farmers Market booth this year or will you encourage FM patrons to head to your shop? 

I do plan on maintaining a market booth on rotating Fridays. My store is very near to the street the HBN booth is
located. We will see how the first month of market goes and receive customer feedback. 

6) Can you give any tips to entrepreneurs looking to start a new business in Pendleton?

My advice: Go for it! If  you have a passion and a will, then there will most definitely be a way. The
path presents itself  to those noble, capable and passionate about what they want to do. Make a
plan, set an intention, find the space and go for it. 

Herbal By Nature is located at 45 SE Emigrant Ave.

https://herbalbynaturesoaps.com/


For more event listings
download the Live

Pendleton App from
Google Play.

April showers bring May flowers, so we’ve gathered a list of fun activities for both
sunny and rainy days. 

Community Happenings

April 1
Stitches Mercantile is participating in the All Pacific NW Shop Hop happening April 1-May 31. Purchase* the All Pacific NW

Shop Hop magazine, which acts as your passport for the hop, and stop in for your free quilt square.
Be on the lookout for the Hopper! Weekly drawings for prizes! More info about the event, special sales and prizes at the store!

April 2
LEGObotics Club: Middle schoolers interested in coding can learn how to make robotics using LEGO block coding software.

The club meets the first Wednesday from 5-7pm. Register here.

April 3
Pendleton Library: April's Cookbook Club will feature recipes from the Emily Dickinson Cookbook. Sign up here to receive two

recipe options to participate. Cookbook Club meets monthly on the first Thursday at 6pm.

April 10
Pendleton Center for the Arts: How To Find Exhibition Opportunities And Create Competitive Submissions with Roberta

Lavadour, 5:30-6:30pm

Oregon East Symphony presents the Chamber Music Festival at 6:30pm in the Vert Clubroom. Enjoy
world class chamber musical performances while enjoying wine and hors d'oeuvres. Tickets available to

purchase here.

April 9
Knitting at the Library: Knit group meets every second Wednesday from 4:30-5:30pm in the Harry Potter Reading Room. 

April 6
Special Needs Family Library Time: Families can enjoy sensory friendly time at the library the first Sunday of every month at

2:30pm. Enjoy sensory kits and activities for special needs children.

April 12 
Great Pacific hosts band Just Clark & Company 7-9pm. Info here.

Pendleton Center for the Arts: The Fine Print with Roberta Lavadour, 5:30-6:30pm, free

April 24

April
PCA: The Open Regional Art Exhibition will be on display through April 25.

Heritage Station Museum: The traveling exhibit What If Heroes Were Not Welcome Home? is
currently on display in April through May 31st.

Parks and Rec: April’s After School Program happens every Tuesday 2:30-5:30pm. More
information here.

Tot Time is every Monday and Wednesdays from 10-11am. More information here.

*we previously mistakenly reported the magazine was free.

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mc553448049b.app&pcampaignid=web_share
https://www.stitchesmercantile.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQYhbNQKQGRphiowV_eoFHipYtlo0Pz_qKD8yw8I5koc4AtA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3sAUSVW5t9acIyKL__X8MSMAl3jvU1aQqKDJWIvODqVVWnQ/viewform
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/2RVJFVQK36KBF/checkout/ZRU3PV6KPH66O7M4A74TNFMQ
https://www.hellogreatpacific.com/events
https://heritagestationmuseum.org/
https://www.pendletonor.gov/parksrec/page/after-school-program
https://www.pendletonor.gov/parksrec/page/tot-time


B Y  J O S H U A  B R O W N

Let’s Go Adultin’

Caesar may have feared the Ides of March, but as a perpetual man-child who's philosophy on adulting is
summarized in the Tom Waits song “I Don't Wanna Grow Up”, it’s the Ides of April that fill me with dread. No
surprise, this is thanks to our national tax filing deadline and the penchant I share with my fellow Americans for
putting unpleasant necessities off  until the last minute.

But as an animal welfare proponent I felt I should do more, so I asked acting manager Devyn H
(who provided assistance in spaying and adopting a local stray last year) if  there was anything
shaking at PAWS in April. She reminded me that spring was kitten season and that it would be a
small, good thing to follow in the footsteps of the late Bob Barker (of Price is Right fame) and
encourage folks to spay and neuter their pets. PAWS Board VP Shaindel Beers later reminded me
that PAWS accepts all redeemable aluminum cans and plastic and glass bottles, which can be
placed in the drop boxes around the shelter Tuesday through Saturday from 12-4.

Well fed and somewhat wiser, I headed over to Pendleton Animal Welfare Society, where I continued
demonstrating maturity by not adopting a third cat.

I resisted the temptation to re-enact one of my favorite scenes from Breaking Bad by putting a dollar bill in his
pocket to trigger attorney client privilege (a legally dubious strategy, or so I'm told), but did hit him up for legal
advice concerning some long-term estate planning issues. We chatted over sandwiches, and Mark told me a bit
about the good work done by LASO helping low-income Oregonians with legal issues ranging from eviction
prevention, public benefits assistance, family law, civil rights, discrimination cases, and way more.

From there it was a quick stroll over to Great Pacific for a mature Q&A
luncheon (it was still to early to order cider) with attorney and PDA board
member Mark Pressler of Legal Aid Services of Oregon. 

So in honor of tax day, our nationally shared kidney stone, the theme of this month's Let’s Go column is the
unpleasant but necessary business of adulting.

Like memories of hangovers past encourage temperance (or hopefully moderation), multiple
experiences of waiting until the last minute on April 15 convinced me to file early this year. But
since downtown Pendleton does have an H&R Block - conveniently located a few doors down
from the liquor store, I stopped in for a minute to chat with tax specialist Maureen "Mo"
Handley. She assured me that the her office is open for business.

https://pendletonpaws.org/
https://lasoregon.org/
https://www.hrblock.com/local-tax-offices/oregon/pendleton/203-sw-emigrant/36291/?srsltid=AfmBOopdUzL9A25_Em31r7ybRt8_NmGhkwis2x-sTfQEfs6WHTNokfGf


B Y  J O S H U A  B R O W N

Let’s Go Adultin’

On that note, got a favorite watering hole you’d like written up? 

Or have tips or suggestions for an upcoming Let’s Go column?  

Drop me a line!

Jake had the facts and figures ready, telling me that making a single extra annual mortgage payment could
typically shave 4-6 years off  the term of a 30-year mortgage by paying off  the principal balance faster, lowering
the overall interest. Jake added that the earlier I started making the extra annual payment the better off  I'd be in
the long run, as I'd wind up paying down the interest earlier on. He also went a step further by clueing me into
the fact that I could opt out of my Private Mortgage Insurance sooner rather than later. 

But for now, it’s time to shift gears. For very sensible reasons, next month’s column will be devoted to
drinking, which Pendleton has no shortage of worthy spots to do. 

My final stop in the afternoon's magical mystery tour of adulthood also wound up being
the most fiscally important. Until a few years ago I'd been a lifelong renter, and even after
four years I’m still getting used to home ownership. So I stopped in the Main Street office
of Guild Mortgage and chatted with loan originator Jacob Jones to ask what my wife and
I might do to save money on our mortgage in the long term.

Mail to P.O. Box 1912
541-215-8254

director@pendletondowntown.org
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/

Follow us!

Join the PDA
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/join

Know of a downtown business that would be a perfect
fit for the PDA? Share this newsletter with them!

All in all, it was a good day, and a very adult use of an afternoon in downtown Pendleton. Perhaps I’ll do it
again next year.

mailto:josambro@gmail.com
https://branches.guildmortgage.com/or/pendleton/pendleton-988.html
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/
https://www.pendletondowntown.org/
http://www.instagram.com/pendletondowntown
https://www.facebook.com/PendletonDowntownAssociation/
https://mainstreet.org/

